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{Of the flowing river the flood ever changeth,on the still pool the foam gathering, vanishing,
stayeth not. Such too is the lot of men and of the dwellings of men in this world of ours.
Within City—Royal,paved as it were with precious stones, the mansions and houses of high
and low,rivalling in length of beam and height of tiled roof,seem builded to last for ever,
vet if you search few indeed are those that can boast of their antiquity.
One year a house is burnt down, the next it is rebuilded, a lordly mansion falls into ruin,
and amere cottage replaces it: The fate of the occupants is like that of their abodes.
Where they lived folk are still numerous, but out of any twenty or thirty you may have
known scarce two or three survive. Death in the morning, birth in the evening.
Such is man’s life—a fleck of foam on the surface of the pool. Man is born and dieth; whence
cometh he, whither goeth he ? For whose sake do we endure, whence do we drew pleasure ?
Dweller and dewdrop that hangs on the petals of the morning—glory. If the dew vanish the
flower may stay fade while the dew delayeth, but only so perish ere evening.
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Incessant is the change of water where the stream glides on calmly:the spray appears over
a cataract,yet vanishes without a moment’s delay. ,
Such is the fate of men in the world and of the houses in which they live.
Walls standing side by side, tilings vying with one another in loftiness, these are from
generations past the abodes of high and low in a mighty town. But none of them has resisted
the destructive work of time. Some stand in ruins; others are replaced by new structures.
Thir possessors too share the same fate with them. Let the place be the same, the people as
numerous as before, yet we can scarcely meet one out of every ten, with whom we had long
ago a chance of coming acrose. We see our first light in the morning ando return to our long
home next evenig. Our destiny is like bubbles of water. Whence do we come ? Whither do we
tend ? What ails us, what delights us in this unreal world ? It is impossible to say. A house
with its master, which passes away in a state of perpetual change, may well be compared to
a morning—glory with a dew drop upon it. Sometimes the dew falls and the flower remains but

only to die in the first sunshine: sometimes the dew survives the drooping flower, yet can not
live till the evening.
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Now since first I had conscious knowledge of the world about me have some forty Springs
and Summers gone by,and of many strange events have I had experlence |
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On the 28th day of the 4th month of 3 Angen[May 28th 1177],while a violet storm was raging
about the hour of the dog [7-8p.m], a fire broke out in the dragon [south—east] quarter of
the city and extended to the dog ando hog[north-west] quarteras for as the Shuzaku Gate,

the Daigoku Hall, the Daigaku ryo, and the Minbusho-in the course of that one night the
whole was reduced to ashes.
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Again, on the 29th of the hare[4th] month of 4 Jijo[May 25th,1180] a humccan devastated
the city from the Nakamikado Kyogoku quarter as for as Rokmo
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Again, in the same year in the waterless[6-th] month a change of capital was suddenly made.
Ageinst all expectation. Kyoto had already benn the capital for some centuries sinxe its
choice by the Mikado Saga [A.D.810~823],
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Once more—it would be in Yow[A.D.1181], but so long ago is one canot be sure—for two
whole year a famine raged in the land, a very miserable time.Either there were droughts in
Spring and Summer, or floods and storms in Auturmn and Winter. So the evile went on, and
of five grains no crops were reaped. To till the land in Spring was vain, Summer to plant was
foolishuness, in Autumn there was no reaping, in Winter nothing to store. So that many
people in the different provinces deserted the land crossed th frontiers [of their proper:
districts ?], or fled from their homes to pick up a living among the wild hills.
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In the great temple of Ninwa [Benevolence and Peace] was a chief priest of the Jison
[Compassion and Respect] temple named Okurakyo Ryugyo, who, moved by commiseraration
for the countless numberd who died, made arrangements, with the help of other saintly men,
to write on the foreheads of the dead the holy character a [Sanskrit] as a seal to Buddha.
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What is so hateful in this life of ours is its vanity and triviality, both with regard to our
seleves and our dwellings, as we have just seen. -
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- For many years [ lives in the house of my patemal grandmother.When that relation was
interrupted [death of grandmother ] my health suiferes, and I could no longer remain there.
Just over 30, [ built myself a house to suit my own ideas one—tenth of the size of my
a former home. :
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Now since I hid me in the recesses of Mount Hino the manner of my abode is this. To the
south juts out a movable sun—screen [ a sort of pent—roof P] with a matting of split bamboos,
bound together parallel-wise. Westwars a small shrine with a Buddhist shelf and a picture of
Amida so places that the space between the eyebrows shines in the rays of the setting sun.
Before the curtain—doors of the shrine are fixed the figures of Fugen and Fudo.
Above the paper—paned sliding doors of the north side runs a small shele, on which stand
three or four black leather boxes containing collection of japanese poety, books on music,
and such works as the Oujyo—shiu [book on Buddhist. Paradise] .
Beside these is a so [sort of koto or flat harp with thirteen strings] on one side and a biwa

. [lute] on the other side~what are spread large bundles of bracken fern, whict with bundles
of straw make me a couch. There is a window opening in the east wall with a writing—desk.
Near the head of the couch is a brazier to bum faggots in. North of the hut is a small garden

surrounded by a low hedge of wattled branches. Here I grow some medicinal herbs. Such is
the fashion of my temporary cabin.
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Now the three realms of existence—past, present, and future—depend on the soul only.

If the soul is ill ease, of what profit are cattle and horses and the seven treasures ?

Palaces and mansions and stately towers give no pleasure. On the other hand, in this solitary
cabin I know the fullest joy. When I chance to go to Ctiy—Royal I may feel some shame on
account of my beggarly appearance, yet when I'come back to my hut I feel nothing but pity
for the men who squim amid the dusts of the common world. If anyone doubt me. I beg him

to consider how birds and fishes do pass their lives. Do fish ever ties of the simple water they
dwell in ? As we are not fish we cannot say. Do not the birds always long for their woods and
copses ? Again, as we are not birds we cannot tell. So it is with those who choose the life of
a recluse—only those who do choose it can know its joys. '

2-6. HFXROBKERZOERINEDLO
TbEh —HOAENESETREILDIXITEL, BIZZROLIITE NI TR,
AIDLE RNt T 5, (AD ANEBEZ B SBLLXIL, 2Lty il
LY, SEOEEZETHLENET, Bﬁ]ﬁk%@‘é’bé@ibtﬁéf\b VRV =:
REDLIBEDRT, R DIELEEBITE T,
To resume. My life is now like the declining moon approaching the edge of the hill which is to
hide it. Ere long I must face the three realms of darkness. What deeds in the past shall I
have to plead for there ? What the Buddha has taught to men is this—Thou shalt not cleave
to any of the things of this world. So tis a sin even to grow fond of this straw-thached cabin,
and to find happiness in this life of peace is a hindrance to salvation. Why, then, should I let
the days be filled with the vanity of exultation in an empty joy ?
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In the peace of daybreak I once meditated upon this doctrine, and this is the quesiton I
asked myself-"You have fled from the world to live the life of a walk in the way of the
Buddha. You have the appearance of a saint, but your soul is full of turbidities. Your cabin
is a slur on the memory of the habitation of Jomyo Koji; in virtur you are below even Shuri
Handoku. Is your degradation the result of your poverty and mean condition, your
inheritance from a previous existence, or have your trains of thought destroyed your mind ?
What answer cold my soul give ? None. I could but move my tongue as it were mechanically,
and twice repeat involun—tarily the Buddha’s holy name could do no more.
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Written last day of the yayoi month of 2 Kenyaku [May Ist 1185] by the Somon Ren—ln
in his cabin on Toyama.
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Alas! The moonlight. Behind the hill is hiden. In gloom and darkness.
Oh, would her radiance ever. My longing eyes rejoiced. FAFEUE
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